
The Honourable Marc Garneau, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Transport 
 
(email: TC.MinisterofTransport-MinistredesTransports.TC@tc.gc.ca) 
 
 
 
Re: Collinwood Turbines project 
 
 
Dear Minister Garneau,  
 
We appreciate your concern and interest in general aviation in Canada, given that it is 
still an integral part of the transportation system of the country, more than hundred years 
after developing our vast landscape. 
 
We clearly understand that there are aerodromes, certified aerodromes (airports) 
respecting Aerodrome Standards and Recommended Practices outlined in Transport 
Canada’s (TC) TP312 document.  And there are some certified airports protected by 
zoning regulations. 
 
We also understand that outside of zoning regulations, the department does not have 
specific regulations relating to wind farms (or towers or steeples or any other object of 
that type), other than lighting considerations.   
 
But there exists another TC document (TP1247) called Land Use in the Vicinity of 
Aerodromes, that contains a set of guidelines and best practices for safe and 
harmonious land use around aerodromes, based on years of experience from your 
department and from around the world.   
 
As we can read in its introduction:  
"As new and non-traditional uses of land become more prevalent (e.g. windfarms), the 
public and aviation stakeholders have advanced concerns to Transport Canada over 
items that may be viewed as impediments to access or as safety items. The ninth edition 
of TP 1247 has been revised to address these issues.” 
 
Do windmills pose less of a risk at an uncertified aerodrome than at a certified one? 
As you probably know by now, on October 7 of this year, the Environment Review 
Tribunal of Ontario (ERT) has found evidence of threat to human health in the cases at 
hand (Collingwood and Stayner), citing many times TP1247 as best practices that 
should be followed.  Making abstraction that the guidelines contained in TP1247 are not 
regulatory standards, they are nonetheless best safety practices that your department 
publishes: limit these types of obstacles to anywhere outside of the 4 000 m obstacle 
limitation surface of the center of an aerodrome for safety’s sake. 
 



In light of this, we feel that for the safety of aviation and according to your own 
guidelines, you have the possibility under section 6.41 of the Aeronautics Act to make an 
interim order to: 
 

(a) deal with a significant risk, direct or indirect, to aviation safety or the safety of 
the public; 
 
(b) to deal with an immediate threat to aviation security, the security of any aircraft 
or aerodrome or other aviation facility or the safety of the public, passengers or 
crew members;  

 
Over one million dollars of taxpayers’ individuals’ money was spent to build and present 
the case to the ERT, to inform and educate the individuals that ultimately gave an 
opinion that you could have done from the onset:  500 foot windmills don’t belong on an 
aerodrome or an airport, certified, protected or not. And the Minister has the right and 
power to stop this.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Signed______________________________  
 
Date________________  
 
Print Name______________________________________________  
 
Address_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________  
 
Telephone__________________________  

E-mail______________________________ 

Copy of this letter sent to takeaction@copanational.org 

 
 


