
Recreational UAV (Model Aircraft) 

Advisory Circular (AC 600-002) provides information and guidance with regards to a specific issue or 

law. In this case, it provides general guidance and safety practices for operators of model aircraft and 

unmanned air vehicle (UAV) systems. 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/opssvs/managementservices-referencecentre-acs-600-2135.html  

See tips to Fly Safely 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/ca-standards/Safety_EN_Front.pdf 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/ca-standards/Infographic_Permission_to_fly_a_UAV_Web_English.pdf  

Join MAAC 

MAAC works in close cooperation with Transport Canada which is supportive of our hobby. Transport Canada 

has published advisory material that provides general guidance and safety practices for operators of model 

aircraft. The MAAC Safety Code provides a generally acceptable alternative set of safety practices. All model 

aircraft operators should be familiar with the applicable Transport Canada guidance material and the applicable 

sections of the MAAC Safety Code. 

http://www.maac.ca/en/safety_code.php  

 Before your Flight  
1. Inspect that your model aircraft is ready for flight.  

i. This means that the aircraft, control station components (hardware, software and 
firmware) and control links are in a fit for flight condition. 

2. Seek permission from the property owner on which you intend to operate your model aircraft 
3. Know the classification of the airspace you want to fly in. It would be inappropriate and unsafe for 

you to operate in airspace with heavy aircraft traffic, such as around airports.    
4. Confirm that there is no radio frequency interference (from a nearby radar site for example) that 

will interfere with the control of your aircraft. 
5. Have an emergency plan just in case.  

 . This means know the people and equipment available that could help you respond to an 
incident, accident, medical emergency, you have a fly-away or if your model aircraft 
becomes uncontrollable. 

 During your Flight  
1. Operate the aircraft safely. 
2. Always be able to see the aircraft with your own eyes. This means that you should not use an on-

board camera, first person view device or other similar devices. 
3. Always give way to manned aircraft (e.g. hot air balloons, gliders, ultra-light aeroplanes including 

powered parachutes, aeroplanes and helicopters).   
4. Fly only during daylight and in good weather (e.g. not in clouds or fog). 
5. Avoid restricted airspace (e.g. forest fire areas, prisons  or military airspace) 
6. Remain at least 9 km (5 nautical miles) from any aerodromes and heliports. 
7. Maintain below a safe altitude (300 feet (90 metres)) and a safe horizontal distance (minimum 

100 feet (30 metres)) from people, structures or buildings. 
8. Do not fly in populated areas or overfly assemblies of people (e.g. sporting events, concerts, etc).  
9. Do not fly where or when you could interfere with any first responders (fire department, police, etc) 

as they conduct their duties. 
10. Respect the privacy of others. 
11. Do not operate with any dangerous goods or lasers on the aircraft. 

  

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/opssvs/managementservices-referencecentre-acs-600-2135.html
http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/ca-standards/Safety_EN_Front.pdf
http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/ca-standards/Infographic_Permission_to_fly_a_UAV_Web_English.pdf
http://www.maac.ca/en/safety_code.php
http://www.maac.ca/en/safety_code.php

