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First things first.  I must say that it is an honour and an extreme privilege to serve as 

President and CEO of COPA. To serve you, the members, through the voice of the 

directors you have elected.  

 

To pursue in keeping this organization a reference in the country, by maintaining or 

rebuilding close ties and open communications with our sister associations and 

stakeholders, that often look to us for guidance, considering our history and the 

breadth of our knowledge.  To ban the words competition and confrontation from 

our vocabulary and replace it with collaboration. 

 

That being said, this is it: the icebreaker column. The one that sets the tone. The one 

where you get to see what your new president wants to do.  Will I pursue old 

battles?  I like to call them challenges and at times they can become opportunities.   

 

Look for new ones? They naturally come to us these days it seems, they’re right 

under our noses.  What should I do… introduce myself (again)? I’m sure you’re 

getting tired of that.  

 

Let me start by telling you what my role is: lead our team to carry out COPA’s 

strategic plan.  Fairly simple, isn’t it? All the while keeping in mind our mission of 

protecting personal aviation and promoting it as a valued, integral and sustainable 

part of the Canadian community.  
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Let’s put some actions around the concepts. I think it is important to remind 

everyone of the high level objectives of our strategic plan (the exact wording can be 

found on our website copanational.org).   

 

We need to:  

1- Provide you with timely, accessible services and assistance;  

2- Proactively influence and represent the membership’s interests with all levels 

of government;  

3- Promote public awareness and increase understanding of issues facing 

personal aviation;  

4- Engage and empower our membership to champion issues of importance to 

the organization;  

5- Use and act upon international intelligence on issues that may influence the 

Canadian aviation community;  

6- Promote realistic processes and practical approaches to regulatory issues. 

 

Still fairly simple… All of my actions and those of the national office are derived from 

these objectives. The success of the organization rests on a careful balance between 

of all of these.  That’s my role. And that’s where it gets a little more challenging.   

All along, the board, your directors, are there to help us achieve these objectives, as 

well as determining their success criteria.   

We are doing fairly well in most of these and some are more visible than others 

such as; our insurance program, COPA for Kids, etc. Where we respond to Notices of 

Proposed Amendments (NPAs) and quickly inform you through our website or email. 

We have some deficiencies in others and I need to address them.   

 

Promoting public awareness, what I call public and media sympathy? We can do a 

lot better and some plans are in the works.  Engage and empower our membership? 

We have access to a wealth of experience and knowledge amongst our 17,000 
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members. I would like to constitute an array of experts, pooled from our 

membership, to sit on different committees serving the organization.  

 

In my next columns, I will take some time to inform you of the progress on these 

items, what has been achieved and what is in the works.   

 

Oshkosh, AOPA and IAOPA 

This year was my very first time at Oshkosh. I was able to appreciate the sheer 

grandeur of the event, for all aspects: the shows, the displays, the volunteers, the 

organization, etc.  It was also a record-breaking year, maybe because they knew I 

was coming?  Who knows… About 550,000 people and 16,300 arrivals and 

departures. Thanks to our partners Magnes and AIG, COPA’s first annual “All 

Canadian Pilots Reception” was a big success. Patrick Gilligan has written an article 

on the event. We will try to make it an annual event.  More to follow. 

 

While in Oshkosh, Patrick and I had a chance to sit with Mark Baker, president of the 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and Craig Spence, secretary-general 

of the International Council of Aircraft Owner and Pilot Associations (IAOPA), for 

about an hour, where we discussed the common challenges facing our organizations 

and the collaborative work that we can do.   

 

It was also during that meeting that I was asked to become the vice-president of 

IAOPA for North America. In line with our strategic objectives (see #5 above), I 

accepted. It was again an honour and a privilege for me and we should all be proud 

that COPA represents all of Canadian general aviation at the International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO) table. 

 

AGM – COPA Conventions 

Last June in Winnipeg, our treasurer Jerry Roehr orchestrated a group of volunteers 

that made the organization of our AGM look seamless. Hats off to Jerry and his 

team!  
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Building on that success and at many members’ request, we are looking at the 

possibility of eventually combining our AGMs with COPA conventions in the next 

years, bringing some fun and excitement to this annual event around which you can 

plan your “aviation vacation.” 

 

Our national office is already at work preparing the framework for what these future 

gatherings will be. Stay tuned. 

 

Finally, I again wish to thank the board for their confidence in me and the work they 

put in to find the new COPA President. As you may recall from Tim Cole’s article in 

July’s COPA Flight, some of the members have really gone the extra mile to make 

the transition as seamless as possible for all of us. All the while our V-P of 

Operations Patrick Gilligan, doubled (if not more) the efforts to keep the fort. 

 

Now the hard work starts for all of them, listening to my different and sometimes 

off-the-wall ideas to do what we set out to do. And I also want to listen to your 

ideas. Reach out to me directly or through your directors anytime - this is your 

association.  Safe flights everyone! 

 


